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 OVERTURE For an Act againſt Popery and Papiſts.)-. a. IM 
UR SOVEREIGN LADY; Conſidering, that Notwithſtanding of the ſeveral Good 


> Laws and Acts of Parliament, made for Reſtraining the Growth' of -Popery, and . 
bringing Trafficking Papiſts, Prieſts and Teſuits, Sayers of Maſs, ot perſons „ 
bouring and Keſetting ſuch to due Execution and puniſhment ; Yet by the Ne- | 
ligence, Indifference, or connivance of the Magiſtrats, and Officers of our Law, To whom | 
ke Execution of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament made thercanent is committed, and dveth' 
clong3 The Papiſs, Trafficking Prieſts and Feſuits, have becomie more avowed, .6pen and 
eſumptuous in the profeſſion of the ſaid popiſh Religion, Superſtitious Rites and Ceremonies 


hercot, by ſeting a part particular Houſes for their Meeting, and aſſembling to celebrat 

nd exerciſe. their ſaid /dolatrous Worſhip ; And likeways by openly and avowedly Bapriz ing 
Ld confirming of Children, and celebrating Mæriages, according to the ſuperſtitious Rites 
nd ceremonies of the Church of Rome; And Burying perſons dying in that profeſſion. ' 
cording to the Kites. and Superſtitions of the ſaid Church, To the great prejudice of the 
rote tant Religion and Intereſt of Our Government; Doth therfore, with Advice and 
onſent of the Eltates of Parliament, Ratifie, and perpetually Confirm all Laws and Acts of 
Parliament made againſt popery, ſeminary Prieſts, Feſuits and other Trafficquing papiſts, and. 
ir Reſctters, and againſt Sayers and Hearers of aſs. And particularly the 34 Act of 

e 8th and gth Seſſion of King William's Parliament dated the 23d of November 1750, ß 
rith all the Laws and Acts of parliament thereinmentioned ; As alſo, Ratifies, approves 

nd confirms a Proclamation. of privy Council, dated the 17th day of March 1704 Years, 
ubliſhed in proſecution of the foreſaids Acts of Parliament, and appoints the ſame to have 
e Force of an Act of Parliament in all time coming, and to be put to due and punctual 
xecution, wy the reſpective Magiſtrats thereinmentioned, under the pains and certifications 
herein-expreſſed, as punctually and effectually, as if the Tenor of the foreſaid Proclama- 
jon were ingroſſed in this preſent Act; and Which is Ordaincd to be herewith again pu. 
liſh- and Printed. And further, for the more effectual ſuppreſſing popery and its Idolatroun 
orſhip. Her Majeſty, and Eſtates of Parliament, Do hereby appoint and Authorize the Com- 
ander in Chief of Her Forces within this Kingdom, to give all neceſſary Orders to the 
ommanders of Her Forts and Gariſons, Captains and other Officers of the Independent 
ompanies in the North and Highlands, to ſearch for, ſeize and apprehend all ſeminary 
27 N popiſh Biſhops, and all perſons who are ſuſpected to be ſuch, and ſend them 
o Edinbwgh, with an full and exact j ccount of the · probation, neceſſary in Law, for Try 
and convicting them by the Laws made thereanem; and for their Encouragement; 
nd the Encouragement of all others that, may be conc — The præmium appointed” by 
he Act of Parliament 1700, is hereby appointed punctually to be payed to any, who ſhall. 
\rprehend any-of the perſons-forciaid in manner, and as the fam. is Ordered to'be done 
y the Act of Parliament abovementioned, and which punctual payment, Her Ma jelty 
nd the Eſtates of Parliament, Do hereby moſtſerioully Recommend to the Lords of The ſam ie to 
mc the ſanie to be made without Delay; And for the niere effectual Reſtraining of paper, and 
ilcouraging the profeſſion and practice thereof, Her Majeſty and Eſtates, of Parliament, re- 
uire and command the Sheriffs of the ſcveral Sharcs, Stewarts of Stewartries, Lords and 
hillies of Regalities, and their reſpective Deputz, preſertly to Difarn all perſons profeſ- 

is, popery within their reſpective Bounds and Jugiſdictions, | and to take their Arms into 
heir ey. and to report a full and Faithful Inventar thereof, to the Lords of privy 
ouncil, betwixt and the firſt day of June next to come, that the ſamen may be traſnſpor- 
1 to Her Majeſties Magazines, or otherways diſpoſed upon for Her Service as they hall 
tink fit. And albeit by the forcſaid 3d Act Par. iament 1502, It be Statute, That no 
cr{on nor perſons profetſing the popiſh Religion paſt the age of 15 Years, ſhall be capable 

> ſuccced as Heirs to any perſon whatſoever, or bruik or enjoy any Eſtate Ey Dilpoſition 
Other conveyance flowing from any. perlon, to whom the jaid papiſt might fucceed as 

cir any manner of way, until the ſaids Heirs fl ould purge themſelves of Ne in manner 
nentioned in the ſaid Act; And if any perions Educated in the popiſh Religion ſhould 
uccced as Heir to their predeceſſors, or any conveyance happen to be made to them from i 
perlon to whom they might ſucceed as Hears, before they attain. the ſaid age of 15. years, | 


hey are. obliged to purge themſelves of pep:ry biforc their age of Fifteen; And if in any 
ches caſes foreſaid, they ſhould faill therein; Then, and iminediately thereatter, tlieir 
WW > fit and Intcreſt in, or by the foretaid., ſucceſſion and conveyance ſhould become void 
Ind null, and ſhould devolve and belong to the next Proteſtant Heir, who would 
neceed, as if all the interveening pepiſh Heirs were naturally, dead; Net no Execution has 
bllowed upon that part of the foreſaid Act of Parliamunt: I hertfore, Her Maycſty with ad- 
ice and conſent forciaid, requires and commands tlie Sheriffs of the Shires, Stewarts of 
Wicwartzies, and Lords and Baillies of Regalitic, and their reſpective Depuics, to mi ke cxact 
al and inquiry what Lands, Heretages, and others mentioned in the forcſaid Act of Par- 
ent, any popiſh Heirs miaht have ſuccceded to as Heirs, or by other conveyance, and 
om what time the Right of ſacceiſion was d.volved upon them, with the Deltgnatts woe 1 
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theſeveral Lands, and other Rights to which they might age ſucceeded, and mak 
_ - thefeof under their hand, to the Lords of privy C Stef r N eee and the firſt 
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t have ſucceeded, and make report 


day of June next ta come; And whether the next Proveffant Heir tas ſucceeded and taken 
palſcſſion of his Right conform to the foreſaid Act of Parliament, that then, and thereafter the 
421ds Lords of privy Counct], or Exchequer, may declare the Rents and Emoluments of the 


17 mentioned in the ſaid "Report, to belong to the e wee, Superiors, as if the 


: Fruits, Annualrents and profites of any other Rights to 
be caduciary, and to be at Her Majeſtics diſpolal until the ſeid proeſftur Heit claim the be. 
nelite of the forefaid Act of Parliament, and this Order and Statute to be Opſetved, not only 
in the caſes of Succeſſion that have already happened; but in all ſuch as ſhall happen i 
hereafter within M.oneths after the happening thereof. And in regard of 
the, ppeyi and pubBick Meetuigs'of popiP) for tholt' Midareu worſhip, "ark. Dilier. paralh dupe 
ſtitions abovementioned, have not hitherto peen duely proſecute by the reſpective Magiſtrats 
for, Diſcouraging thereof; Therefore, Her Majefly and Eſtates of Parliament, for the better 


Execution of the Laws made thereancht, appoint the ſeveral Presbytries, to ſend to the re- 


ſpeclive Sheriffs of Shires, Stewarts of Stewartries, Lords, or Baillies of Rezalitics, or their 


| Deputes reſpective, Liſts of the papiſts Tranſgreſſing in the premiſſes ſubſcribed by their Mo- 


derator, and Recorded in the presbytric Books, to be reviſed by the Synod and General- 
Aſſembly: And in caſe any of the ſaids Magiſtrats, to whom the foreſaids Liſts ſhall be de- 


livered, and Inſtruments taken thereupon ſhall fall, to put the Laws and Acts of Parlia- 


ment in Execution againſt the faxds Tranſgreflors, for the ſpace of two Moneths after the 


the Parents, Tutors and Curators of all Children abroad, out of the Kingdom in Þopiſh 


- faids Children are not Lodged in popiſh Families, nor at  popiſh Schools, nor under  popiſh 


% 


— 


In the premiſſes; And that the Parents and ſuch at Home as have the Charge and care of | 
Childrens Education, Who are preſentiy Lodged or Boarded in popiſh Families, or at Schools 
of any fort under popiſh Maſters, That they within a Month after the publication hereof re- 


„ begauſe io pable Neghgence of the reſpective Magiſtrate, to whom the Execution of thi 


* 


ſaids Liſts are delivered to Inm ;, He ſhall zpſo facto incur and be lyable to the penalty of 
500 Aerks tottes quoties, to be purſued for before theLords of Seſſion by the Agent df the Kirk, 
or any other the. r e ee {hall appoint, and that ſummarly without abiding the courle of 
the Roll, where the Inſtrument at delivering tlie-Lift,: ſhall be a ſufficient Title, and proof 
againſt the Judge who ſhall not be able to Inſtruct his Diligence exactly done, and in cafe 
of conviction, the ſaid Judge may likeways- be deprived of his Office, and Declared inca- 
able thereof in time coming, 5 And becauſe the Educeting Children abroad, or at home 
in popiſh Schools, and under popiſh Governours, and the Boarding of Children in popiſh 
Families, or ſending them to be bred at Schools with papiſte, doth contribute much to the 
Growth of popery. Therefore, Her Majelty and Eſtates of arliament, require and command 


countries for their Education, To bring them home Fetwirt and the firſt. day of June next 
to come ; Or elſe to produce ſufficient Certificats to the Lords of privy. Counci , that the 


Governours, under the penaltie of © in caſe of failze 


move the ſaids Children from the faids. popiſh Families and Schools under the penaltie fore. 
ſaid, to be purſued for, and applied to pious Uſes in manner abovementioned, and thi 
without prejudice to the Laws and Acts againſt ſiich popiſh Maſters and Teachers; And 


Laws again : popery was enjoyned and committed, is ſo groſs a Contempt and Indigniy 
done to Her Majeſty, and Authority of Parliament. Therefore, Her Majeſty with Advice anc 
Conſent foreſaid, Appoint and Ordain Her Advocat and Solicitor to raiſe Proceſs, and 
proſecute before the Lords of privy. Council, ſuch of the, Sheriffs, Stewarts of Stewal 
trics, or their Deputes, and Lords, or Baillics of Regalitic, or their Neputs within the boundi 
popery and going to aſs hath been moſt r avowed and profeſſed, and practiſed, that 
they may be condignly puniſhed for their ſaid ſupine Negligence, as the Lordsof privy Coun 
ct] ſhall think fit: And Her Majeſty with Advice foreſaid, Ordains the reſpective Ma 
gifirats abovenamed within their reſpective Bounds and Juriſdichons, to Demoliſh any 
Houſes built on purpoſe for popiſh Service, faying or hearing of aſs, And if the popiſa 
Aſſemblies or Meetings be in any Houſe within Burgh, not built for the purpoſe, That the 
NMagiſtrats cauſe ſhut up the fame, and hinder any ſuch Mectings- there for hereafter 
wherein, if any of them failzie in Debaring, Demolithing and Hindering in manner for 
faid, They ſhall be lyable in the Sum of 300 Pounds reſpettive toties quoties. And Her Ma 
jelly with Advice foreſaid, Appoint and Ordain the reſpective Magiſtrats abovementioned 
within their ſeveral Bounds and Juriſdictions, To conveen and call before them any papiſ 
who ſhall Baprize their Children, or have them Confirmed,or ſhall be Married, or celebrat the 
Funerals of any of their Friends and Relations, according to the Rites & Ceremonies of the 
Church of Rome, and Amerciat and Fine them, as follows, Fiz, Each Tennent in the 
Sum of Fouriy Pounds, Fach Burgels in the Sum of (ne Hundred Pounds; And cy ery Landes 
Man in the Sum of Two Hundred Poznds, for each Tranſgreſſion in any of the Premifies rot: 
quotics, to be proven by the Oath of the Delinquent, or otherways, wherein if any of tix 
taids Judges failzie, They and each of them, ſhall ipſo facto be Lyalle to the pain and 
penalty of Five Hundred Merks, to be proſecute and proven in manner aboycmentioned. 


